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FOSTER CARE 
Statement by Minister for Community Services 

MS S.E. WINTON (Wanneroo — Minister for Community Services) [1.28 pm]: Foster carers are often unsung 
community champions. They step forward to fulfil a critical role in the lives of vulnerable children and young 
people, providing support, guidance and love when it is very much needed. It gives me much pleasure to rise today 
to recognise the contributions of foster and family carers in Western Australia. 
This week I will attend the 2023 Foster and Kinship Care Conference, which is themed “Fostering—You Don’t Know 
What You Don’t Know”, and is hosted by the Foster Care Association WA, in partnership with the Department of 
Communities. The conference is a significant gathering of foster and family carers, child and family welfare experts, 
and child protection advocates. I commend the association and its director, Fay Alford—who I am told has inducted 
several members before me—and its board for its commitment to building and sharing expertise to support carers 
to create the best possible home for children in care.  
I want to acknowledge two outstanding foster carers Pat and Rhyce Hill, who embody what it is to be foster carers. 
Now both in their 70s, Pat and Rhyce have been foster carers with the Department of Communities since 1986. In 
that time, they have cared for nearly 100 different children and young people, which is an extraordinary achievement. 
Some of these children stayed with them long term and are part of the Hill family, with their own children considering 
Pat and Rhyce to be their grandparents. Pat and Rhyce also embraced the fostering community, making many 
positive connections and sharing their knowledge and skills with newer foster carers. Communities recently 
held a morning tea to thank them for the immeasurable impact they have had on the lives of so many young people. 
I, too, want to thank Pat and Rhyce for their commitment to caring, supporting and guiding so many children over 
decades. I wish them both the very best in their future endeavours. 
Foster carers say that choosing to help vulnerable children and young people by providing them with a safe and 
loving home is one of the best decisions they have ever made. Members, if there are community members in your 
electorates who are interested in a fostering journey, I encourage them to visit the Communities website for more 
information or contact the Foster Care Association WA. I have so much respect and admiration for the care Pat, 
Rhyce and all our foster and family carers provide and the contribution they make. I pay tribute to them and look 
forward to an ongoing positive partnership with the Foster Care Association to support it in its most important 
work—advocating for carers. 
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